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A Message from...  

Lacey Love, Executive Director 

Tina Martin, Board Chair  
As a professional who works for a children’s organization, I am  
gratified, that in addition to the many programs and services for 
adult patrons, the library is responsive to the needs of local children, 
pre-teens and teenagers.  The library’s most recent strategic plan 
identified the need to hire a Youth Services Librarian to support the 
work of our children’s program coordinator and the many talented 
volunteers who help shape youth initiatives.  We are optimistic that 
leadership in youth services will help us expand programming,  
further our efforts to engage families, and improve outcomes for 
children and teens who participate in programs. 

The Early Literacy Center is a remarkable space, especially for a rural library of our size.   
Not only does it contain books, developmental toys, games, and arts and crafts supplies, 
but children also have access to technology with a SMART table and other items to  
promote STEM (science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) exploration.    

The library has vibrant book clubs for teens and middle school students, each with a  
dedicated space in the library.  The book clubs have taken field trips to New York City, the 
Chautauqua Institution, and other venues which relate to what and who they are reading.   
Each year the library partners with Pitt Bradford and the school district to bring a popular 
Young Adult author to Bradford for meet and greets, book readings, and presentations.   

As the library moves forward, we know the key to fostering a community of life-long 
learners is through quality programming for adults, children and teens. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank Executive Director, Lacey Love, for her dynamic 
leadership and the dedicated staff and volunteers, who embrace the library’s mission and 
bring it to life, every day.  The library is grateful for our donors and supporters, the city and 
the municipalities, the school district, the county and the many community partners who 
have not only enabled the library to grow but to thrive.  
 

I am so excited to announce that the Bradford Area Public Library is 
one of 27 Pennsylvania libraries to receive a 2018 Keystone Grant. 
Keystone Grants are matching grants that are designed to help 
public libraries pay for renovation and other capital projects. We 
applied for the Keystone Grant with the intention of renovating the 
library's public restrooms. The library building is 27 years old, and 
the public restrooms have only been updated once in that period - 
cosmetic updates were completed in 2001. In addition to 

modernizing the physical appearance, like paint, flooring, and tile, we also want to add a 
gender-neutral family restroom, and ensure that everything complies with current ADA 
regulations. Over the years, we have raised money to renovate several other areas of 
the library, including the meeting rooms, Early Literacy Center, and circulation desk. The 
restrooms are one of the only public areas that have not received any updates due to 
the scope and projected cost of the project.  

As our youth programming expands, the need for a family restroom becomes more 
apparent. Every day, we have grandparents, parents, and caregivers who bring children 
to library programs. Male caregivers do not feel comfortable taking their young  
daughters or granddaughters into the men's restroom, and vice versa for female  
caregivers. The addition of a family restroom will provide a safer and more comfortable 
environment for families that use the library.  
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We offer a huge thank you to everybody who helped us meet our goal of $40,000 during the 2017  

Annual Ask.  If you haven’t contributed to the 2018 campaign yet, please consider  

doing so to help make this year as successful as the last! 

*Indicates the donor is deceased 

Livingston and Evelyn Alexander  American Legion Post 108  American Refining Group, Inc.  Jeff and Sara 

 Andrews  Anonymous (5)  Dean Bauer  Widad and Cheryl Bazzoui Rev. Leroy and Audrey Beckes James W.  

Belardia  Fran and Cindy Benedict  Jon and Katie Benedict Becky Billings  Bisett Building Center  Bob  

Cummins Construction  Theresa Bond  Anne Bouquin  Faith P. Boyce  Bradford Duplicate Bridge Club 

Bradford Forest, Inc.  Matilda Brady  Mary Brandow  Bill and Linda Bredengerd  BRMC Employee Service 

League  Lee and Audrey Brown  Margaret Bryner  John and Tina Bulmer  Tom and Rosemary Burke Daniel 

Burkhouse  Jack and Martha Campbell  Francis and Rita Carducci  Gene and Donna* Carll  Alice Carpenter  

Nancy Carson  Jan Caruso  Mary Charles  CJ Wallace Engineering  Betty B. Comes  Margaret and Joseph  

Costanzo  Rita Costello  Rick and Jill Cottillion  Ann Cummiskey  Greg and Maxine Davis  Gene and Helen  

DeFrank  Patricia Donahue  Lee Doynow  Pamela and Cyril Emerson  Craig, Kimberly, and Elias Engstrom  Bob 

and Ann Esch  Jim and Lisa Evans  RG and Nancy Evans  Jean K. Everett  Bob and Sue Fee  Loni and Fred 

Fesenmyer  Howard Fesenmyer  Pat Finlan  Patti Fisher  Amy Fox  Marietta Frank  Fraternal Order of Eagles 

#2432  Rev. Leo Gallina  John and Ann Gannon  Lee Gardner  Bob and Jan Geisler  James and Karen Gelston  

Bruce and Tina George  Georgia-Pacific  Margie Girard  John Gilmore  Luis and Andrea Gonzalez  Nancy and 

Alan Gordon  Don and Patty Graybill  Betty Hach  Hamlin Bank & Trust Co.  Steve and Ingrid Hardin  Craig and 

Neidra Hart  Craig and Nancy Hartburg  Lois Hendryx  Anita Herbert  Bill and Pauline Higie  Patricia Hitchcock 

 Margaret Holland  Catherine Holzwarth  Kenneth and Denise Jadlowiec  Robert and Marie Jarrett  Jerry  

Johnson, Jr.  Marion A. Johnson  Jacquelyn Jones  Ann Keane  Jim and Jean Keltz  Kessel Construction  Dick 

and Ann Kessel  Richard and Barbara Keverline  Marlene and John Kijowski  KOA Speer Electronics  La Stella 

Auxiliary  David Lee  Robert and Eleanor Leslie   Bill and Terri Leven  Marian Lineman  Jim and Sharon Long  

Terry and Lisa Love  Jane Luciano  Mike and Jean Luciano  Rick and Cheryl Lutz  Leda and Tim Lyon  Sandra 

Lyter  Manning & Napier Foundation  Joan Mansour  Dick and Carol Marcott  Marshall Insurance Services   

Susan Martin  Tina Martin  McKean County Animal Hospital  Dianne Meier  Ellen Mialky  Madeline Miles  

Dick and Nancy Miller  Kathryn Miller  Minard Run Oil Company  Dan and Chris Minich  Linda Monti  Donna 

and Bill Moore Jerry and Harrijane Moore Trisha Morris  Elizabeth Myers  Jim and Carol Neely  Eugenia  

Nelson  Julie Newman  Dan and Sandy O’Brien  Olszak Management Consulting  Bob and Nancy Onuffer  Ron 

and Terri Orris  Karen Ostrum  Ott & McHenry Pharmacy  Jill Owens  Carol Pecora  Tim Pecora  Penndoc Foot 

& Ankle Center  Pennsylvania General Energy  Jerry and Linda Peterson  The Philo and Sarah Blaisdell  

Foundation  Herman and Marilyn Pickles  Anil and Debra Pradhan  Deborah Price  Clare Pusateri  Edie Raught 

 Rick and Marilyn Richards  Rocky Ridge Trading Co.  Colette and Ed Roessler  John and Rebecca Ryan  Patrick 

and Carol Ryan  Russ and Marie Safran  Joyce and Franklin Sasso  John and Jeanie Satterwhite  Brett and  

Jeannine Schoenecker  Eric Schonblom Herbert and Lois Schueltz  Clarence Seagren  Diane Sheeley  James E. 

Shields  Arthur* and Susan Shonts  Sally Siebert  Gregory and Susan Silvestri  Stephen and Vickie Skvarka  

Marilyn Smith  Rev. Douglas and Cynthia Soley  Stateline Supply Company  Louise Stoltz  Ellie Thumpston  

Kristen and John Tim  Jere A. Troka  Marie and Paul Troskosky  David and Karen Troutman  Rita Verolini  

Pasquale and Jessica Vigliotta  Michael and Debra Viola  John and Wanda Vleminckx  Patricia Warfield  Marie 

Weaver  Chris and Carol Wurster  Dorothy L. Young  Zippo Manufacturing Company  
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Youth Services Department Spotlight 

Judy Carr, Children’s Program Coordinator 

Debbie Deane, Youth Services Librarian 

Debbie Deane joined the library staff on October 1, 2018. Prior to joining the staff, she was the director of the Mount Jewett  

Memorial Library. Debbie enjoys working with children because they are filled with such joy, wonder, creativity, and endless 

energy. 

Debbie looked forward to joining our team, citing the already fantastic base of programming in place. Her plan is to assess 

what works, what needs improvement, and where we can add programs. She leans towards educational programs which deal 

with topics such as how children can protect themselves, their environment, and community. Debbie adds, “We have a  

responsibility to nurture and instill not only a love of reading but a love of the library in our next generation.”  

Marie Troskosky, Teen Book Club Coordinator 

Judy Carr joined the staff in 2014 as the Children’s Program Coordinator. Her background of working with children of all ages 

has enabled her to develop age-appropriate, interesting, and creative learning opportunities. Judy also provides community 

outreach programs to local day care centers and preschools to expand upon the programs that are offered at the library. 

One of Judy’s goals is to continue developing early literacy programs for our youngest learners and their families.  

Mary Kafferlin, Circulation Assistant 

Mary Kafferlin has been providing an engaging Evening Storytime program for library families since May of 2016. When she is 

not providing a storytime program, she works at the circulation desk and as a library specialist at the University of Pittsburgh 

at Bradford Hanley Library.  

Mary has created a special Evening Storytime. She even wears outfits that complement the book. Mary explains, “I read 

children’s books extensively, and usually I select the storytime books far in advance so that I have time to create related  

activities and outfits. Usually it’s harder to choose between a few really good books on the same subject than it is to  

coordinate the activities.” She also creates displays in the children’s room that follow the theme of the selected books.  

Marie, after 43 years of teaching high school English, has been volunteering for the library for the past seven years. Six years 

ago she started a Teen Book Club, that began with 12 members and has now grown to as many as 26 members regularly 

attending the monthly meetings, held the third Tuesday of every month. With the success of the Teen Book Club, Marie  

established the Middle Ground Book Club for students in grades 5-8 and another book club for teens in Beacon Light. She 

continues to add activities for students in grades 5-12, including read-a-thons, summer workshops, and field trips. 
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Youth Programming Highlights 

Summer Reading and Summer Snack 

Story Seekers 

The library Art and Architecture Clubs are for children in grades 1—6. The clubs 

meet every week on Wednesday at 4:00 pm. Members of the Art Club study the 

works of famous artists and different forms of art. They also create works of art 

that illustrate those artists. In May, members proudly displayed their work at a well

-attended Art Show. With the success of the Art Club, an Architecture Club was 

started in May. Members learn about the history and different styles of  

architecture. They work on activities designed to teach children about various 

forms of architecture and how buildings are constructed. These clubs provide the 

opportunity for members to learn about the world around them through nature, 

music and other various forms of art.  

Art and Architecture 

Children ages birth to 5 are invited to participate in the Story Seekers program, 

every Monday and Friday at 11:00 am. A variety of literacy activities are  

introduced and include reading, writing, talking, singing, and playing! A new 

story is offered each week with play experiences that encourage active  

learning and inspire the imagination. Children can create their own stories  

using art materials, building blocks, dramatic play, and music and movement.  

Our “Libraries Rock!” Summer Reading Program was hugely successful this year, thanks to 

our many community partners and generous sponsors. Throughout June and July, 645 

children and 111 teens participated in our summer reading workshops. Participants had 

hands-on lessons with a variety of string and percussion instruments, put their poems to 

music, and learned about different types of music, from classical to rock. Over the course 

of six weeks, 43 children, birth through 6th grade, tracked their reading and read a total of 

1,125 books! The library was also able to serve 364 snacks to children, age birth through 

18, thanks to the USDA Summer Food Service Program. 
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The Bradford Area Public Library offers a wide variety of adult programs. In the 

past 18 months, the number of adult programs offered has doubled. As the  

library solidifies its role as a community hub, we will continue to offer  

informative and entertaining programs for adults in our community. Programs 

cover a wide variety of topics: creative writing, pet care, weight loss, and local 

history, just to name a few. This summer, the library held an Adult Arts program 

and two well-attended escape rooms. Due to the success of these events, we will 

offer additional art programs and escape rooms this fall and winter. The library 

also continues to offer the monthly Creative Share program and Chess Club, as 

these programs continue to grow. 

Adult Programming 

The Teen Book Club, open to students in grades 9-12, and our Beacon Light Book 

Club provide opportunities for teens to expand their love of books. TBC members 

enjoyed attending a dinner at the library with New York Times bestselling author 

Julie Murphy, the author of Dumplin’, Puddin’ and Ramona Blue. The group also 

attended her presentation at Pitt Bradford. The Teen Book Club also attended the 

Teen Book Fest in Rochester, NY this summer. The Teen Book Club will return to 

New York City in June to see To Kill a Mockingbird on Broadway and tour the NBC  

studios. Thanks to a United Way Community Impact Grant, the library was able  

to offer summer workshops for teens and middle schoolers on memoir writing,  

creative writing, hand lettering, and scarf making.  

Teen Book Club 

Middle Ground Book Club 
The Middle Ground Book Club, which started last summer, is for 

middle school students in grades 5 through 8. The club meets every 

first Thursday, and fills in the gap between children’s and teen  

programming and transitions the members into the Teen Book Club. 

Book club members have been enjoying the Middle Ground area, 

which was made possible by funding from the Bradford Rotary Club 

and the United Way of the Bradford Area.  

Programming attendance has been steadily increasing over the past few years. In 2018, we are on track to 

have more than 9,300 patrons attend library-sponsored programs—8,045 children, 510 teens, and 779 adults.  

*2018 numbers are from January 1 to September 30 
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The Numbers at a Glance 

Total Income: $374,715 

Total Expenses: $357,047 

Only 40% of the library’s budget 

each year comes from local and 

state government funding. The  

remaining 60% comes from 

fundraising, operating income 

(like fines and copies), and  

investment income. This is why 

donations are so important to 

the library. 

By the end of the year, the library 

is on track to have a 25% increase 

in circulations since 2014, and a 

40% increase in ebook circulations. 

Make sure to stop by the library, 

check out a book, and help us 

meet our goal of 50,000  

circulations in 2019! 



Mission 

To provide the resources to inform, educate and enrich our community  
in a way that demonstrates: 

 Literacy 

 Equal access and diversity 

 Lifelong learning 

 Fiscal responsibility  and  
integrity 

 BAPL’s rich heritage 

 
Vision 

To be recognized as a premier library in service to our community. 

67 West Washington St. 

Bradford, PA 16701 


