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MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

| am sad to announce that after six years as Executive Director of the Bradford Area
Public Library, | will be stepping down this October in order to move back to the
Pittsburgh area. | have enjoyed my time contributing to the Bradford community, and |
feel that the library has made such a positive difference in the lives of our patrons.

| want to say thank you to every single Bradford community member who walked
through the library doors, donated money, attended a program, or volunteered their
time. You are the reason that the library is such a valued institution in the community
today!

| would especially like to thank the members of the Board of Trustees and the library
staff, who have allowed me to grow and learn so much as an Executive Director in the
past six years.

Whoever the Board chooses, | am confident that my successor will continue to work
with the great team already in place to expand programs, grow the library in a
meaningful way, and serve the Bradford community well into the future.

Lacey Love
Executive Director

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD

When my children were small, we had a rule: "We do not watch a movie until we have
read the book." | wanted them to learn that movies often leave out the parts that mean
the most to a reader. They began to internalize the books and see authors as real people,
with fantastic imaginations and great ideas who often have these ideas changed by a
director or movie studio. The magic of books is that they take you to another place and
time. Watching movies is a great way to pass two hours, but reading a book takes you
into the author's mind.

These last few months have been trying times for our country and for the Bradford Area
Public Library. The staff here has been able to safely still give its patrons that ability to
escape the world for a time and delve into a good book. Every effort has been made to
maintain standards for safety, and still reach out to the Bradford area. Children's
programming has been done via Zoom and parents had access to books and activity
packets for at home enjoyment and learning.

As the state and the country begin to reopen following the pandemic, BAPL patrons are
eager to get back in the Library and use the great array of services it has to offer. The
closure demands will no doubt change the landscape of our area for a long time to
come. Some businesses may never reopen fully. Thankfully, the Bradford Library has the
strength of foundation to thrive and grow. This is attributed to our generous patrons,
donors and municipalities.

Thank you to Lacey Love and all of the BAPL staff for keeping the library growing despite
obvious setbacks and for keeping the community safe. The Board of Trustees would also
like to thank our many donors for their generosity and for never forgetting that there is so
much more to a book than a movie, and there is so much more to the Bradford Area
Public Library than just books.

Lorna Smith
Board Chair
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ABOUT THE LIBRARY

Library Staff

Lacey Love, Executive Director

Debbie Deane, Youth Services Librarian

Judy Carr, Children’s Program Coordinator
Janelle Nolan, Marketing & Adult Program Coordinator
Kelly EImore, Business Manager & Cataloging
Tatty Meyer, Circulation Desk Supervisor
Barbara Brathwaite, Front Desk

Donna Green, Front Desk

Mary Kafferlin, Front Desk

Nicole Moricca, Front Desk

Katie Wedge, Front Desk

Megan South, Janitorial Services

Volunteers

Marie Troskosky, Teen Advisor

Elaine Summerday and Len Norville, Senior Outreach
Jane Bowes, DVD cataloging

Trudy Yohe, PathStone

2020 Board of Trustees

Lorna Smith, Chairperson
Carol Wurster, Secretary
Amy Fox, Treasurer

Tina Martin

Christine Minich

Neil Rinard

Dara Signor

Kristen Tim

What's Inside

Youth Services 4-5
Adult Programming 6
2019 Donors 7-9
Library Statistics 10

Financial Overview 11

Communities
That We Serve

Bradford Township
City of Bradford
Corydon Township
Foster Township

Lafayette Township

Lewis Run Borough
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YOUTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT

Children ages birth to 5 are invited to
participate in the Story Seekers program, every
Monday and Friday at 11:00am. (Now virtual!) A
variety of literacy activities are introduced that
include reading, writing, talking, singing, and
playing! Within two weeks of the library building
closing to the public in March, story time had
gone virtual. Thanks to a core group of families,
we were able to continue engaging the
children while being apart, even across three

states!

While the library was still open this winter, we offered
a variety of entertaining programs, starting with our
grand New Year's Eve party and balloon drop. More
than 200 people celebrated the start of 2020 with us.
In January, we started a new Kulinary Kids program,
where a dozen budding chefs learned some basic
cooking skills while making grilled cheese sandwiches,
smoothies, wraps, and pancakes! Later in the spring,
we celebrated Dr. Seuss Day by enjoying a meal of
green eggs and ham, while learning all about chickens
with Mike Morton.

The library is now offering a 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten program for our youngest readers, through
our new Beanstack software. We encourage all families
and caregivers to read at least 1,000 books with their
young children before they enter Kindergarten. Reading
to your infant, toddler, or preschooler builds vocabulary
and helps prepare them with the skills they need for
school. Check out the library’s website for more
information on Beanstack, start logging your reading, and
win some special prizes! In as little as 15 minutes a day,
you can build the skills for future school and life success.
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In 2019, the library was a recipient of a
Teen Reading Lounge Grant through the
PA Humanities Council. The Teen Reading
Lounge program is a humanities-based
book club, based on the belief that
encouragement to choose creative pursuits
and interest-focused programs is crucial to
teen development. Thanks to the grant, the
library updated the furniture in our teen
space and held two TRL book club
meetings before switching to virtual

programming in March.

The Middle Ground Book Club members
were some of our most active program
participants this spring and summer, taking
advantage of the many weekly art
workshops we offered, in addition to the
regular book club meetings—sometimes
even meeting twice a month! As we move
forward, the library is planning a series of
virtual young adult and middle grade author
visits. Contact the library for more
information if you are interested in
participating! Recruitment is ongoing for
both Middle Ground and Teen Book Club.

Teen Book Club facilitators were
able to partner with Pitt

Bradford faculty and staff, as well
as local artist Laura Hickey, to
provide programs this winter.
Thanks to the grant, the library
mailed books and art supplies to
the teens to keep them engaged
while the schools and library were
closed.

Page 5§



ADULT PROGRAMMING

The Bradford Area Public Library offers a wide

variety of informative and entertaining

programs for adults in our community. In 2020,
we were able to successfully continue our adult
programming with a series of pre-recorded
videos and live virtual sessions. Our Coffee with
a Curator series has been a huge hit, discussing
a piece of local Bradford history biweekly. If
you're looking to create something new from
items you already own, check out our biweekly
Upcycle This! series. More than 150 people

I"

tuned in to “Libraries Rock!” to see local bands

Marshmellow Overcoat and inTwo rock out to

In February, we offered a series of 4 beginner computer ~ S°OM€ classic hits and original songs.
classes on Microsoft Word, Excel, Facebook, and
Google. Almost 50 people participated in the classes,
picking up valuable knowledge that will help them in
their day-to-day lives. The library also hosted an Adult
Summer Reading program for the first time this year.
Readers could earn badges by logging books through
Beanstack. Each person who completed six badges was

entered for a chance to win an Amazon gift card.

Meet our new Adult Programming &

Marketing Coordinator, Janelle Nolan!

What made you interested in working for the library?

Libraries are where creativity and curiosity can thrive. As a retired educator, | wanted to explore a new
path to inspire lifelong learning in our community.

What is your best memory of the library from growing up in Bradford?

| remember exploring the stacks at the Carnegie Library and trying desperately not to make noise, but it
seemed like every sound was amplified in the old building. It was always an adventure!

What are some hobbies that you like to do outside of work?
It goes without saying that | love books! | also enjoy gardening, hiking, crafting, and exploring flea
markets and thrift stores.

What kinds of books do you typically read?
| truly find it difficult to pick one favorite book. | am especially drawn to historical fiction, murder
mysteries, and stories with political intrigue and espionage.
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2019 DONORS
We offer a huge thank you to the following individuals, organizations, and foundations who made gifts
to the library in 2019, through the Annual Ask, Honor & Memorial gifts, Taste of Bradford
sponsorships, programming grants, or in-kind donations. If you haven’t contributed to the 2020
Annual Ask Campaign yet, please consider doing so to help make this year as successful as the last!
Martha Ahrens Beverly Butler John and Nadine Durham
Roger Alexis Clair and Patricia Butler E & M Engineers & Surveyors
Emery and Mary Allan Dan Butler Jen Eakin
Allegheny Bradford Corp. Paula Butler Paul and Cindy Eakin
Allegheny Vein and Vascular John and Cindy Calcagno Karen Eddy
American Contract Bridge John Camas John and Susie Egbert
American Refining Group, Inc. Charles and Lisa Caples Stephen Eidson
Sara and Jeff Andrews Rita Carducci Kelly and Mike Elmore
Anonymous (8) CARE For Children Cyril and Pamela Emerson
Marcia Avey Gene Carll —
Carol Baker Francis and Joyce Carloni
Catherine Baldwin Jim and Helen Carroll
Connie Barraclough Nancy Carson
Dean Bauer Jan Caruso
Lucille Bauer Dick and Ann Cavallero
Dr. Widad and Cheryl Bazzoui Mary Charles
Debra Bee Church of the Ascension
James and Christine Belardia James and Shirley Clark
Fran and Cindy Benedict CNB Bank
Jon and Katie Benedict Jan and Phil Coffman
Elsie Benson Gae Colligan
Becky Billings Kathleen Colligan
Raymond and Hildegard Birdsall Sandra Colosimo
Donald Black Rosanne Conaway
Bob Cummins Construction Wade and Dee Confer
Book Friends Copy Connection
Anne and Don Bouquin Faye Cornelius
Faith Boyce Joseph and Peg Costanzo
Bradford Bridge Club Crosby’s Mini Mart
Bradford Family Medicine W.J. Cummiskey
Bradford Little Theatre Current Events Club
Bradford Twp. Supervisors, Police, Becky Danias
and Employees Daniel E. Burkhouse Construction
Tillie Brady Greg and Maxine Davis
Mary Brandow Gene and Helen DeFrank
Bill and Linda Bredengerd Grace Dolan
James and June Brown Elaine Doriguzzi
Lee and Audrey Brown Lee Doynow
John and Tina Bulmer Dr. and Mrs. Richard Dryden
Burger King James DuShaw
Rosemary Burke Jeanne DuBois
Burns and Burns Associates Katie Durcik

Page 7



